The Presentation & Commissioning
of Lay Worship Assistants

Worship is central to our Christian lives. It is important that we glorify God with our praises and speak to God our prayers and hopes, but also that we take time to hear from him in scripture, individually and together. Lay Worship Assistants contribute to the life of the church and their community by leading services and worship. They are enthusiastic, thoughtful, creative and committed worship leaders who assist the clergy and Readers in bringing the people to prayer. They are recognized and supported by the PCC and minister under the direction of the incumbent. It is our joy today to commission [5] new Lay Worship Assistants
Area or Lay Dean/President: Will the congregation please stand.

 (Clergy stand on the chancel step behind the Area or Lay Dean/President.

 Lay Worship Assistants come forward accompanied by Churchwardens.)
Wardens:  We present to all who are gathered here
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
who have indicated their willingness to serve as Lay Worship Assistants, 

been approved by our PCCs,  and have completed the Deanery Exploring Worship Course, and the Diocesan requirements for commendation. 

Area or Lay Dean: Thank you. Welcome.  People of these churches, will you uphold and support these Lay Worship Assistants in their new roles?

All: 
     We will.

(Churchwardens return to their places and the congregation is seated.)
The Commissioning

Area or Lay Dean:  …. and …., do you believe that God has called you to serve as Lay Worship Assistants? 

LPA’s: 
        I do.

Area or Lay Dean:  [X,Y and Z] are you willing to serve as Lay Worship Assistants in your Benefice[s]

LPA's: I am, with the help of God.

Area or Lay Dean: 
Will you, as far as you are able, make Christ central in your lives, letting his peace rule in your hearts and his Word dwell in you richly?

LPA’s:

With the help of God, I will.

Area or Lay Dean:  
Will you be faithful in prayer and in the study of the Holy Scriptures?

LPA’s:

With the help of God, I will.

Area or Lay Dean:  
Will you prayerfully seek to lead you congregations in worship that glorifies God and creates space for God to encounter his people.
LPA’s:

With the help of God, I will.

Area or Lay Dean:  
You do not fulfil this ministry on your own.



Will you endeavour to work faithfully as a member of the Worship Team in your churches under the guidance of your incumbent?

LPA’s: 

With the help of God, I will.

Area or Lay Dean:   
We warmly welcome you into this role and I commission you to serve God as Lay Worship Assistants in your respective benefices. 

(Round of applause)

Incumbent:  We begin our prayers of intercession by praying for … and … together in these words:



Heavenly Father 



By your grace, may …. and ….


serve you faithfully in their role as Lay Worship Assistants.



Give them your wisdom and your strength
 

To lead you people in prayer and worship


so that in all they say and do and are 


they will be instruments of your love;



through Jesus Christ our Lord,



 Amen

Prayers of intercession continue.
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