Gift Aid – are we missing out?
How can we tell the Government how to spend our tax money?  In reality, it is very difficult to influence the big decisions.  We cannot say that our money cannot be used for a nuclear deterrent instead of a local bus service.  Nor can we say that we want this road surfaced instead of that one.  But we can say that we want the Government to support our church – and, even more importantly, they will.  This is not a new thing.  It has been in place, in a variety of forms, for a number of decades.  The present manifestation is called Gift Aid. 

The Government recognises that the Church does good work in the community.  It also recognises that, if you have given money to the Church, you have not had the benefit of that money.  So, they will give the tax that you have paid to the Church in order to recognise your generosity and the work that will be done with the money that you have given.  The scheme applies to anyone who pays income tax or capital gains tax. 

The figures are quite dramatic.  Some examples are set out below

NB – this article works best if you insert the average for your parish into the table below. 

	Amount per week
	Gift Aid Refund

Per Year
	Notes

	5.00
	65.00
	

	10.00
	130.00
	

	
	
	

	11.90
	154.70
	This is the average weekly gift per planned giver in the Diocese in 2017. 

	13.00
	169.00
	This the average weekly gift per planned giver across England (2017)

	15.00
	195.00
	This is the average weekly gift per planned giver in Bristol Diocese (our neighbouring Diocese) in 2017


Over the coming weeks we are all being asked to review our giving. Those who do pay income tax (and most of us do – it is one of life’s certainties!) are also asked to review how they give.  Standing order or envelope, coupled with a Gift Aid declaration, will enable your gift to increase by 25%.  If your tax position changes, so you no longer pay sufficient tax to cover the tax we reclaim on your giving, just let XXXXX know and the scheme, for you, will stop.  And, if you pay a higher rate tax you can claim tax relief on your donations. 
The scheme is simple and straightforward and is the only way that you can tell the Government to spend the money that you have paid in tax.

