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O blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;

All are one in Thee, for all are Thine.

The well known hymn “For All the Saints” is one that we sing at this time of year.  It is a hymn of encouragement yet reminds us about the potential cost of discipleship of Christ.

It is a hymn which reminds us of the various gifts that we all have and that all are able to be used in service. 

There is a verse that speaks of tiredness and exhaustion.  And there is a verse that makes clear the hope and certainty of the resurrection. 

At this All Saints tide, all connected with our parish church will be asked to review their giving – of service and money.  Some will stand down; others will step forward.  Many will give more; some will give less.  All can review and rededicate and that is what we will be doing on Advent Sunday.  The first Communion of the Church’s year will see responses delivered to and offered at the altar.  A wider notion of sacrifice than we normally experience at the Eucharist. 

And, why the verse from the hymn on the front cover of this booklet?  Well, that will become clear as the booklet progresses.  It does seem to capture our Church as it is now. 

O blest communion, fellowship divine

One thing that can now be said about our church is the warmth of the welcome. People comment on this and we have a good team of welcomers. Can you join them?  This is but one opportunity on the time and talents sheet.  And, early next year, we will have a get together of welcomers at which we can all share ideas and experience – we can get even better!

But we are part of a wider family of believers.  Within the Church of England, there are other churches in our town.  There is a gathering of people (known as a Deanery) in which folk from all of the churches gather to discuss things of mutual concern.  Perhaps we have not been as active in this communion as we could have been.  So, we are asking for people to undertake this important role.  And, there is also Churches Together – which does as it says on the tin!  Churches working together on matters that are beyond the scope of one Church and probably better addressed on a widest basis.  Again, can you represent our church in this work?  It would also help the regional and national Church to know about us if some one stood as a candidate for both Diocesan and General Synods.  No tick box on the response form for this – talk with our Vicar/Rector about what may be involved. 

But, we are also a Church in the Community.  Are we seen as that by the community in which we are based?  Numbers attending suggest that we are not seen as relevant.  So, let us have a look at achievable things that we can do to become more relevant. 

For being a blessed communion and divine fellowship can be dangerous.  Not in the martyrdom sense (well, not in 21st century Somerset) but in the complacent “we are all right” sense. 
“We feebly struggle: they in glory shine”

This is an apt line for, at present, we are struggling.  We can perhaps take issue with feebly! 

The line talks about the hope of the resurrection.  And, we have much to thank those who have gone before for.  It is they who built up our church and fashioned the distinctiveness that we know enjoy.  For, it is good that churches are different and we celebrate that. 

Some have gone before and left to join other Churches.  We thank them and wish them well on their discipleship journey. 

The history of our church has been generally good.  The parish has developed a distinctive ministry which is appreciated across the town.  But we have to realise that nothing lasts for ever and that those who ‘now in glory shine’ have left us a legacy to develop.  In 2012 parlance it is now time for us to pick up the baton and run with it.
If we look at this metaphor as a relay race, we can also draw reassurance from the realisation that some of us will have to let go of our baton.  We can do that with dignity – and we can possibly accept a different baton within the life of the parish. 

“All are one in Thee, for all are Thine”

This line is a real step change in thinking.  On our discipleship journey, our reasons for coming to Church can often change.  We benefit from people who have worshipped elsewhere, as we have benefitted from those who have worshipped with us.  But, this line really challenges us to think about why we do what we do.  Perhaps if we concentrated on the reason – we do it for Jesus – some of the trivia in which we get absorbed can be abolished.  We grow for God – not for the Church.
We look at growing the Kingdom – which is somewhat greater than the Church!  And this can be expressed in many different ways – hence the variety of opportunities on the response sheets.  Please look and pray about your part. 

There is a more recent hymn that has a chorus

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus

Look full on his wonderful face

And the things of earth will go strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace”

(Helen Lemmel 1922)

You may want to hum the chorus from time to time. 

“O blest communion, fellowship divine”

When we go to the altar to receive the sacrament, the traditional posture is to hold open our hands.  This reminds us that we approach God with nothing and it is from Him that we receive everything.  We do this almost every week and, if this is our acknowledgement, it is somewhat easier to recognise that we are only giving back to God. 

So, we have to ask a very painful question.  And that is:
“Why, when our parish is not the least well off in the deanery/diocese, are we one of very few parishes that are unable to meet our day to day expenses?”  There is no easy way of posing the question, so we ask it quite bluntly. 

The easy answer is to say that parish share is too high and should be lowered.  Unfortunately, we can not argue that for two reasons.  Firstly, the share is apportioned across every parish in the Diocese in the same manner and it reflects size of church membership and wealth of the church community [and we supply both figures] AND the size of our share does not cover the stipend and pension costs of our parish priest in any event.  Yes, we paid something when we were without a priest but that enabled support to be given to parishes, like us, with a priest at that time in exactly the same manner as parishes across the Diocese are now supporting us financially. 

God has given; we respond.

“We feebly struggle; they in glory shine”
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Previous generations managed to leave a reasonable level of financial reserves.  It was a tradition that income exceeded expenditure.  Perhaps they shielded us too much and now we struggle.  But we don’t have to.  A relatively small increase in giving, from each of us, would go a long way towards resolving our finances.  Bills and commitments could be met on time.  (eg £2.20 average increase each x 52 weeks x 90 givers = £10,296 + Gift Aid on 50% creates a total of £11,583 with a present deficit of £12,000 per annum). 

For some that will be a struggle; for many it will not be.  But, the task is manageable and we can look our peers in the eye for we will be doing what they are doing. 

It also will allow legacies (when did you last review your Will?) to be used for building and fabric works and thus relieve that burden, which is presently £XXXXX per annum. 

All are one in Thee, for all are Thine
Returning to the unity and togetherness, it is important to know that:
· Our Vicar/Rector has committed to reviewing his/her giving.
· The PCC have all committed to reviewing their giving.
So, those in leadership have done what they are asking you to do FIRST. 

The review may mean that some people you have seen doing things will be doing different things. 

The review may mean that some people will be doing the same things.
The review may mean that some people will be more things.
The review may mean that some people will do less things. 

The review is personal and for you to decide – in all areas of use of Skills and Money that you have. 

Please respond as you are able using the response forms with this booklet. Responses will be collected and presented at the altar on DATE.
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