XXXXX
picture of church
This is a letter to all on the Church Electoral Roll.  It relates to our financial position and we do hope that all will read it and that most will respond.

The Church has been here, in the form of the present building, since XXXX.  This is a quite remarkable period of time – XXX years.  However, over the past four years, our Church income has gone down whilst expenses have gone up.  In three years’ time, there will be no money.  We want there to be a Church, so we all need to look at what we can do.  When we have all looked at what we can do, we can then ask others.  One area at which we can look is our giving to the Church.
Can you REVIEW your giving to the Church?

In recent years, numbers attending have increased slightly, whilst giving has gone down.  We always like to do things differently!  In most places, numbers attending have gone down whilst giving has gone up.

A review of giving means just that.  For some of us, we may reduce what we give; others may continue giving as they currently do, whilst for many of us the review may mean an increase in our giving.  What does it mean for you?  Information on proportionate giving appears opposite.

A review could include how you give.  Information on planned giving also appears opposite.  And, if you give by Standing Order or envelope, it is possible for the Church to claim back tax from the Government.  The sum we receive has almost halved in four years.  Are there really so many people who do not pay Income Tax who worship at our Church?

Participation in the planned giving scheme also addresses when we give.  It is possible for the Standing Order to take place on the day we receive our regular income – truly putting God first in our personal budgets.
Planned Giving

The first planned giving scheme was invented by Moses.  It talks of giving of first fruits back to God.  In contemporary England, this can work out as you making your offering on the day that you receive your income – monthly pay cheque equals monthly giving; weekly pay packet equals weekly giving.

Either way, God comes first (not most) in your budget.  The plate can pass you by at church, but you must still join in the thanksgiving prayer at the offertory!

Proportionate Giving
There are those who argue that a tithe (10% of income) is what should be given.  Such a rule can be very harsh on the less well off yet too easy for the better off.  Say an organisation pays its Chief Executive £200,000 pa and its lowest paid staff £18,000 pa.  One has £180,000 remaining after a tithe, whilst the other has £16,200 remaining.  Who is giving most sacrificially?  Adopting proportionate giving does enable annual personal review.

Prayerful Giving

But, if not a tithe, what should I give?  How do I work it out?

We suggest conversing with God in prayer.  A conversation is a two-way process which involves speaking and listening.  Perhaps you will want to look at current outgoings and, over time, adjust those in order to give the priority to Giving back to God that you want, which may be different from that which circumstances allow at present.

Personal Giving

Any response has to be between you and God.  No one is going to tell you how much to give (you may like to know that in 2017 the weekly average across the diocese was £11.90 per week).  That is up to you.

It helps our Treasurer if you could indicate what you plan to give whilst HM Revenue & Customs require checkable details if the Gift Aid scheme is used.  We do operate to the highest possible standards of confidentiality in this area of discipleship and faith.
What happens next?
With this leaflet is a response form, Standing Order and Gift Aid form.  If you can, please complete these, seal them in the envelope provided and bring them to Church at Harvest.  We do hope that most people will respond in order that we can then ask others for help.

Who else will help?

We cannot promise that anyone will.  However, in many communities there are people who will contribute to the cost of the building.  There are statutory bodies and grant making trusts which help with the costs of major repairs to the building.  If we can demonstrate that we are all giving of our best, it may be possible to obtain some relief on our wider Church commitments.

Any questions?

Probably one or two.  Please phone one of our Churchwardens:
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They will be pleased to answer your questions.

Finally

Thank you for what you do give, for what you will give and for your participation in the life of the Church.

