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The Parish of

XXXXX

Communicate
Communicate, Communion and Community all originate from the same root word which, itself, has the meaning of doing something together with a common purpose.
Communion
Those of us in our 60s and above (or who were ‘children of the 60s’) may well have friends who lived in communes at that time.  It was a time the young were looking for new ways of sharing and fellowship.
Community
Don’t worry, there are no plans to create a religious commune from our parish, but we do want to communicate to our communion community.  We want to tackle a subject of which Jesus spoke more times than any other.  It was an issue concerning the very early church and it is an issue which concerns us now.
Jesus spoke of giving in many different places, in many different contexts and to countless different people.  As with all aspects of discipleship, the issue is addressed in the Sermon on the Mount (the section of Matthew’s Gospel which also includes the Lord’s Prayer: Matthew chapters 5 – 7).

This teaching continues in the Acts of the Apostles where Luke recounts that ‘all believers held everything in common’ (Acts 2:44), in much the same way as monasteries and convents operate now.  St Paul also speaks to the churches, to whom he wrote, about giving.

Indeed, there is so much about giving, you may need a cup of tea whilst you read this booklet and ponder on your response.  We have included a tea bag with this booklet and will speak more of that later.

In our parish, our resources are managed well.  Despite this undoubted skill and expertise, our Treasurer, has yet to manage to spend the same pound twice.  Unless parish income increases, he will have to develop such a skill.
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If all those on our electoral roll increased their giving by the cost of The Sunday Times, our Treasurer need not develop the additional skill of spending a pound twice.  There would be enough money available to pay the bills and grow the work.

But, with job and financial uncertainty, some may find this difficult, whilst others in a more certain situation may find such a sum truly small change.

Perhaps it is time for that cup of tea.

The tea bag in the pack has 4 edges and, before you use it, we ask that it is used to aid your response.


First edge

Please make your giving Proportional.  This is an important Biblical tenet (Leviticus 27:30-34).  Those with more should give more than those with less.  Yet, often Jesus used parables such as that of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1-4) to illustrate that those with less gave more of their income.  This was despite familiarity with the teaching of tithing – the giving of 10% of income back to God in thanksgiving.  In those times, the tithe was a requirement of membership – as it is in some faith communities today.

We prefer proportionate giving, as it provides both reassurance and challenge (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Second edge

Planned giving helps maintain the discipline of giving (Deuteronomy 26).  It enables us to put God first in our budget – with first meaning first and not necessarily most.  A Standing Order on the day we receive our income provides a very practical way of putting God first in our budget.  If those who could did this, we could abolish seeking continual requests for funds and concentrate on mission and FUN-raising events.  This may make us even more welcoming to visitors, seekers and pilgrims.

Third edge
Our giving should be Personal.  All circumstances are different and it may not be possible for our giving to be as much as we would want it to be.  Existing commitments have to be honoured – failure to do so would be a very poor witness indeed.  Our personal giving may develop in stages as our relationship with God grows.

Personal giving also means that we do not publish amounts given (we do have to keep records for Gift Aid claims) and we take the teaching of St Paul, ‘a person is acceptable whatever they can afford, never mind what is beyond their means’ (2 Corinthians 8:12) seriously.  Again, it provides both challenge and reassurance.

Fourth edge
Talking to God about our giving makes it Prayerful.  This conversation should include thanks for all we have received.  It should ask for guidance as to our response – both to the Church and elsewhere.  It should also ask that we continue to be blessed with those who have the ability to manage our community resources.


To summarise:

Proportional
)
Planned
)
Giving
Personal
)
Prayerful
)

Four ‘PG’ tips to assist our giving.

Those who pay Income Tax and complete a Gift Aid declaration will enable their regular giving to grow by 25%.  This is possible as the Church can reclaim the tax which has been paid on their donations.  This is no tax dodge.  It is a scheme introduced many years ago and recognises that the donor has received no personal benefit from the donation.
We will Communicate in our Community – reaching out in Jesus’ name.

Within the information pack, there is information showing how the diocese spends money remitted by parishes.  The model of Communicate: Communion: Community is replicated on a diocesan level – and it ensures that our clergy are paid and housed.  More information can be found on the diocesan website: https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/diocese/diocese-works/board-finance/budget/.
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We invite all connected with our church to:
· Review their giving

· Renew their giving

· Rejoice in their giving

reflecting on

· Why we give

· What we give

· How we give

Thus, giving by bank standing order, on the day that we receive our income, will be helpful for many.  It avoids the need to find cash on a Sunday and makes it very easy to put God first (not most) in our budget.  A standing order form is enclosed for those that want to use it.

And, a reminder, for those who do pay income tax, signing the Gift Aid declaration will increase the value of your donation by 25p in the pound.



This booklet is being circulated as part of a ‘Pass-it-on Pack’, which has an envelope for you containing:

· The parish booklet

· A response form for each adult in your household 

· A response form: pledge, Gift Aid Declaration and Standing Order 

· A white ‘Response envelope’.

First of all please read this booklet, which outlines the plans and aspirations for our parish.

Then consider carefully how you can make a renewed Christian commitment towards the achievement of our aims by the ways described on the appropriate forms in the ‘Pass-it-on’ folder.  So much is already being done, but we can do so much more.

Please complete the response forms within a day or two, seal them in the response envelope and place it in the large brown envelope in the Pass-it-on Pack.  When you have done this, please pass the Pack to the next person listed on the front within 48 hours.

Thank you for your time in reading this information.  Thank you for your response.  
Thank you for all that you presently do.  It is appreciated.


O Lord, help us to go out of ourselves, so that we may give ourselves over to you, with all our powers, with all that we are and all that we have.  
Amen 
Jacob Boehme
C
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